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Welcome to the Houghton-le-Spring ARC 
newsletter for August 2017,  
 
Club Meetings 
4/7/17 Reflecting on the Rally, we 
discussed how well it went and the 
fantastic feedback we have received from 
the stall holders, who have nearly all 
asked for tables for next year, good 
comments from the visitors, and thanks 
from the Dubmire British Legion club for 
the donations and leaving the hall exactly 
how we found it, great work from all 
involved, we discussed how things could 
be improved and possible dates for next 
year. Ron M6YRC brought in his Morse 
Keyer that he bought from the rally and 
sorted the problems with it and it works a 
treat now well done Ron you got a bargain 
there!. And as usual people using the HF 
radio and Morse practice, another great 
night. 

11/7/17 George M5GHT reported another 
big turnout, with the usual (or maybe 
unusual hi hi) faces there, we also seen 
the return of Gary 2E0OGZ, it was good to 
see him and have a catch up. Tom M0HYE 
continued the training with the lads for 
the Intermediate License, Scott M0MCN, 
Ian M0RZE and Ray M6RNQ were doing 
morse practice as usual, they are always 
available if anyone would like to try their 
hand at learning morse, its all fun with no 
pressure, Ian M0RZE had a CW contact 
into Russia and also a Phone contact later 
in the evening into Russia, even using 
100w into the G5RV it was still a struggle 
with the noise on the band, but the 

contact was made and report 3/3 was 
received, 

18/7/17 I was late arriving to the meeting 
today only to find Houghton ARC’s tribute 
to Robson and Jerome, it was Ken and 
Tom ‘up on the roof’, well Ken was on the 
rood and ‘trying’ to get down Hi Hi, 

 after a few attempts to no avail Tom 
went in search for some ladders, which 
made it a lot easier, there were a few 
suggestions about leaving him up there 
but all joking aside they done a grand job 
giving the club aerials a good inspection 
and found the coax from the Cobweb is 
worn from laying across the roof, so this 
will be replaced on the next fine club 
night, also on inspecting the G5RV it was 
found to have broken wire at the end of 
the ladder line, Scott M0MCN and Tom 
M0HYE soldered it and it was working as it 
should. The club has 2 new members, 
Welcome to the club Dave and Amanda. 
Tom continued the intermediate training 
course. We discussed offering some radio 
training for maybe new operators or mic 
shy existing license holders, John 2E0GBQ 
has offered to help people so if you fancy 
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a little training give John a shout, also 
Morse training is available speak to Ian 
M0RZE. George G4RNI brought in the stub 
from his Hustler aerial that he has 
repaired to show everyone, I didn’t get 
photos but it was interesting to see. 
Here is Barry G0SCI trying to work out one 
of Ernie M5ERN’s Puzzles 

 
 
25/7/17 A very busy and productive club 
night, we lowered the Cobweb to replace 
the coax, 

 John 2E0GBQ and Tom M0HYE done a 
great job while everyone else was on hand 
to lend assistance where needed, Ray 
M6RNQ done a great job holding the pole 
even when the socket fell off the ratchet 
and hit him on the chin, we obviously 
made sure he was ok before we laughed 
HiHi the G5RV was tied back onto the pole 
and the Cobweb was raised back up, it 
needed a little fine tuning on the brackets 
to get the pole straight then tightened up, 
the new coax was fed through the wall 
and a new plug soldered on and 
connected into the FT920 and it tuned up 
everywhere it should so a job well done. 
Whilst everyone was replacing the coax, 
Barry G0SCI got a job testing a Marine 
radio brought in by a guy from the bar, 
Barry got it working and advised him what 
power lead he needed,  

Meat Rafle 
11/7/17 Ian M0RZE and Barry G0SCI 
26/7/17 Ray M6RNQ 
 
Peter M6MOB’s Birthday and Memorial 
Special Event 
I’m sure most of you will have known 
Peter, and if you didn’t you definitely 
missed out, Peter was a great bloke and 
liked by everyone, he had been on the CB 
for many years and known as the Flying 
Scotsman, this was his favorite train, later 
Peter attended the Houghton ARC with his 
friends Tom M0HYE and Andy 2E0UKA 
who also were on the CB at the time and 
he gained the callsign M6MOB which was 
a great callsign as he was always called 
the Miserable Old B@stard by his good 
friends to which he loved, he worked on 
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the railways for 28 year and what he 
didn’t know about the railways wasn’t 
worth knowing! Railways remained a 
passion of his and frequently meeting up 
with his railway friends and finding and 
sharing info, this was just what he was like 
always sharing his knowledge, he had so 
many great and funny stories from his life 
and there wasn’t much he hadn’t done, he 
even stared in some amateur movies! 
They were all set in Sunderland so locals 
will be able to pick places out and see how 
they have changed, there are still copies 
floating about if you would like one ask 
about and someone will sort a copy for 
you, at the club Peter was just always 
there laughing and joking and making 
everyone feel welcome, He is still a big 
miss and will be fondly remembered by all 
who knew him,  
August 6th he would have been 72 and to 
mark the occasion there will be a special 
even at the Shildon Railway Museum, this 
event will be hosted by the Wearside 
Electronics and Amateur Radio Society 
(W.E.A.R.S) and Houghton ARC where 
Peter was a member of both clubs, 
So if you can make it to Shildon it would 
be great to see a good turn out or if not 
listen out on the bands for the event 
callsign GB6MOB. 
Below is a photo from the 2016 event at 
Shildon Railway Museum,  

  
Details for Shildon Railway Museum 

Shildon Railway Museum 
Dale Road Industrial Estate 
Shildon 
DL4 2RE 
 
Or check out their website  
http://www.nrm.org.uk/planavisit/visitshildon/howtoge
there 

 
It was fifty years ago today... 
Not that Sargent Pepper taught the band to 
play, although 1967 was indeed the very year 
that Paul McCartney sang about the Lonely 
Hearts Club Band and the Beatles’ perhaps 
most iconic of albums was released. 
 
It was also the first summer of love with 
people flocking to many events proclaiming 
peace and love, not war. Two years later on 
15th August 1969 came perhaps the most 
famous of these, the Woodstock festival on 
Max Yasgur’s farm at Bethel, New York. 
 
While the American youth celebrated 
freedom, music and love on that remarkable 
date, for the youth of Great Britain, August 
15th 1967, exactly two years earlier, was the 
day the music died. That was indeed the very 
day that the Labour Government enacted the 
Marine Etc Broadcasting (Offences) Act. Prior 
to that date, millions tuned in every day to 
hear their favourite radio DJ’s playing top 40 

http://www.nrm.org.uk/planavisit/visitshildon/howtogethere
http://www.nrm.org.uk/planavisit/visitshildon/howtogethere
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songs from broadcasting ships and forts dotted 
around the GB coast. It was because of their 
marine location and the loophole they’d found in 
the law that these broadcasters became known as 
Pirate Radio Stations. It’s a known fact that 
perhaps the most well known of all the “pirates”, 
Radio Caroline, was reported as having more 
listeners than all of the BBC services combined 
within only six weeks of its Easter 1964 launch. 
 

Back to today and on the fiftieth anniversary 
of the law trying to ban it, Radio Caroline has 
at last been awarded a medium wave 
broadcasting licence by OFCOM. 
Transmissions will be in the South East of 
England on 648kHz – the frequency previously 
occupied by the BBC World Service with a 
600kW transmitter. Caroline will however be 
permitted just 1kW. 
 
George G4RNI visited Radio Caroline’s ship 
Ross Revenge a few years back and here are 
some photographs taken on the day. George 
was given special permission to enter areas of 
the ship not generally made open to the 
public. Something to do with him showing the 
Ross’s engineer Alan Beech his licence and 
callsign G4RNI, RNI being another pirate radio 
station that once hosted Radio Caroline’s 
broadcasts, Radio Northsea International. 

 
The Radio Caroline 50kW medium wave 
transmitter 
 

 
Radio Caroline Studio One 

 
Radio Caroline Record Library 
Psst.... Fancy building your own pirate radio ship? 
Well, here’s a blueprint that may just come in 
handy! This is a copy of the original for Radio 
Caroline’s ship Ross Revenge. 

 
George G4RNI 

 
And Finally, Thanks for reading the newsletter for August 2017 
from Houghton-le-Spring ARC, and if there is any radio related 
content from the club email details to Scott using email  
M0MCN@yahoo.co.uk  

mailto:M0MCN@yahoo.co.uk

